I.   Major Biomes on Earth.
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Boreal Forest.


Climate: brief maturing season; cold winters


Common Plants: white spruce, jack pine, chiefly balsam fir, black spruce, 


   coniferous evergreen trees.


Common Animals: loons, wolves, bears, ducks, moose


Places where it is found: directly below the Arctic Circle in North America, 


    Europe, and Asia. 


Precipitation Patterns: less than 25 cm annually. 


Value to Man: oil and gas extraction, forestry, tourism, and mining.


Chaparral


Climate: mild winters, dry summers, rainy, fires are common.


Common Plants: hard-leafed shrubs.


Common Animals: many different species of lizards, mule deer, coyotes.


Places where it is found: Australia, southern tip of Africa, some areas in the 


    U.S., and the Mediterranean. 


Precipitation Patterns: 30 to 60 cm per year. 


Value to Earth: assists in maintaining moisture in the atmosphere. 


Desert


Climate: notably dry.


Common Plants: small-leafed shrubs, cacti, sparse grasses.


Common Animals: lizards, small rodents, and snakes.


Places where it is found: Africa (the Sahara Desert), central part of Australia, 


    China, and Eastern Europe.


Precipitation Patterns: less than 10 in. of rainfall each year.


Value to Earth: reflects sunlight, helps hinder heat abstraction.


Grassland


Climate: subhumid, moderate


Common Plants: some herbaceous plants such as; grasses.


Common Animals: coyotes, wolves, bison, antelope, pronghorn.


Places where it is found:, They are known as steppe in Asia, the pampas in   South America, in South Africa it is known as veldt, and as prairie in North America.


Precipitation Patterns: 25 to 50 cm yearly


Value to Earth:


Savanna


Climate: have long dry periods


Common Plants: scattered clumps of trees, grasses


Common Animals: lions, zebras, jackals, and giraffes 


Places where it is found: Africa, South America, India


Precipitation Patterns: an annual of 50 to 100 cm


Value to Earth:


Temperate Coniferous Forest


Climate: mild winters and heavy rainfall; cool, moist mountain slopes.


Common Plants: coniferous evergreen trees


Common Animals: bears, mountain lions, wolves, elk


Places where it is found: North America


Precipitation Patterns: 100 to 150 cm annually


Value to Earth:


Temperate Deciduous Forest


Climate: Moist with clod winters and warm summers


Common Plants: Broadleaf deciduous trees


Common Animals: squirrels, deer, raccoons, and many small bird species


Places where it is found: North America, Europe, Asia


Precipitation Patterns: 50 to 100 cm per year


Value to Earth:


Tropical Rain Forest


Climate: Wet and warm all year long


Common Plants: palms, ferns, broadleaf evergreen trees


Common Animals: lizards, monkeys, birds of many colors, bats


Places where it is found: South America, central America, Africa


Precipitation Patterns: more 150 cm per year


Value to Earth: 


Tropical Seasonal Forest


Climate: warm, dry and wet seasons


Common Plants: palm trees, bamboo, other grasses, broadleaf deciduous trees 


Common Animals: monkeys, spiders, frogs


Places where it is found: China, Australia


Precipitation Patterns: 50 to 100cm each year


Value to Earth:


Tundra.


Climate: permanent frozen subsoil; very cold and dry.


Common Plants: sedges, lichens, and low shrubs.


Common Animals: polar bears, lemmings, caribou, wolves, arctic foxes, and


			 also many seasonal birds. 


Some places where it is found:  the Arctic islands of Canada, Alaska, Yukon. 


Precipitation Patterns: shifts from 1 cm to 5 cm each year.


Value: mining, hydrocarbon development, tourism, and construction.  








Biospere 2


	Biosphere 2, a 204,000 cubic meter (7,200,000 cubic foot) sealed glass and spaceframe structure, comprises elements from Earth (Biosphere 1). Inside the facility are seven wilderness ecosystems, including a rainforest and a 3,400,000 liter (900,000 gallon) ocean, as well as a human habitat which now houses interactive exhibits.
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