Many run for the four-year seats in Congress

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - President Bai-
ley Olter, Incumbent Senator Leo A.
Falcam, Dr. Alexander Panuelo, and
Rainer Warren are seeking the Pohnpei
four-year at large congressional seat in
the March 7 elections.

President Olter will complete his first
term in May. The 9th FSM Congress
will elect the President and Vice Presi-
dent from among its four at-large mem-
bers during its First Regular Session
which will convene here in Palikir in
May.

All 14 Congress scats were up for
election and a constitutional amend-
ment to change the present two-ycar
terms to four years for districted mem-

bersalso was on the ballots throughtout
the FSM. If approved the amendment
would take effect during the 9th Con-
gress.

In the other at-large elections whose
winners will be cligible for President
and Vice President:

—Vice President Jacob Nena was
challenged by former Governor and
present FSM Ambassador to the United
Nations Yosiwo P. George in Kosrae.

—Incumbent Senator Redley Killion
who has been in Cengress since 1987
was challenged by Nahoy G. Sclifis in
Chuuk.

—Incumbent Floor Leader Joseph
Urusemal who has been in Congress
since 1987 was challenged by Assistant

Sccretary for Asia, Pacific, Africa and
Multilateral Affairs Jesse Ragimar-
Subolmar in Yap.

—In Chuuk, Incumbent Congress
Health, Education and Social Affairs
Committee Chairman Nishima Yleizah
was challenged by FSM Budget Ad-
ministrator for Grant Management Nick
Andon and Planning Specialist Joseph
J. Peter. Incumbent Senator Roosevelt
D. Kansou and Incumbent Senator
Simeon Innocenti ran unapposed.

—Incumbent Speaker Jack Fritz was
apposcd by Sabino Asor.

—The following candidates ran for
the vacated seat held by the late Senator
Kalisto Refalopei: Hans Williander,

(See Election, Page 2)

ﬁ (pEtER TRy,
"' V~ET Oﬁqq‘o
SR

THE NATIONAL UNION

PEACE « UNITY « LIBERTY

N

k&AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE PEOPLE OF FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIAJ

Volume 16

Palikir, Pohnpei, February 1995

\_

N

f‘/

NFCCAPT.HONDA - NFC Capt. Honda (left), was dedicated I'eb. 16, 1995, in Pohnpei.
Itis a semicommercial longline fishing vessel from the Government of Japanto the I'SM
provided under the 1993 Small Scale Fisheries Grant Aid Program to support NFC's
Small Scale FFisheries Development Phase I1. The project is a continuation of Phase |
which provided two other longline fishing vesselsto NI°C in 1990, NI'C Pohnpeiand NIFC
Chuuk. NFC Waab shown in the photo was purchased with NI'C Kosrae from the U.S.

Number 2

Japan donates fishing

vessel to the FSM

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - A ceremony
was held atthe Dekehtik Portin Pohnpei,
February 16, 1995, in which the Charge
‘d Affaires, Kiyoshy Nishikawa, of the
Embassy of Japan, in Pohnpei, turned
over ownership of a longline vessel to
National Fisherics Corporation (NFC)
President who symbolically received it
on behalf of the FSM Government.
Dcputy Secretary John Mangefel of the
FSM Dcpartment of External Affairs
expressed heartfelt gratitude of the FSM
to the Government of Japan for gener-
ously donating the vessel as fisheries
aid to the FSM.

Spcaking on behalf of the Govern-

(See CAPTIAN HONDA, Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)

John R. Petewon, and Takamichy
Yoshitaka Mori.

—1In the State of Pohnpei, Incumbent
Senator Dohsis Halbert ran unopposcd
while Incumbent Senator Wagner M.
Lawrence was challenged by former
Congress Senator Elias Thomas.

—Incumbent Congress Transporta-
tion & Communications Committce
Chairman Peter Christian was chal-
lenged by the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of External Affairs and former
Pohnpei State GovernorResio S. Moscs.
—In the State of Kosrae, FSM Ambas-
sador Alik L. Alik was opposcd Incum-
bent Congress Ways and Mcans Com-
mittee Chairman Claud H. Phillip.
—In Yap, Incumbent Congress Exter-

nal Affairs Committce Chairman Isaac
V. Figir was unopposcd.

During the March 7, 1995, Congres-
sional Election, FSM volers were also
asked 1o ratify or rcject a proposed
amendment 1o the FSM Constitution
passcd by Congress recently. The
amendment proposced o incrcase the
length that cach member clected on the
basis of population to served for four (4)
years instead of two (2) years.

The proposced amendment needed the
affirmative vote of three-fourth of cach
state’s voters and three of the four FSM
States 1o approve it to become a part of
the FSM Constitution.

The proposed amendment became
Public Law No. 8-121 without Presi-
dent Bailey Olter’s signature.

130 million world wide estimated to die from TB

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - It is estimated
thattuberculosis will kill approximatcly
30 million people world wide during
thenextdecade. Thisrcpresentsa greater
death toll than that attributed to AIDS
and malaria combined, according lo an
article published in the SPC Agricul-
tural News, Vol. 3, No. 2, Dec. 1994.

Human tuberculosis is stated to be the
greatest cause of human morbidity and
mortality in many developing countrics.
Itis estimated that over 10 million new
cases will occur every ycar by the year
2000; of these approximately 20 per-
centare AIDS-related. Mycobacterium
bovis is known to be transmitied ani-
mal-to-human and it has recently been
confirmed that human-to-human infec-
tion can occur in HIV-positive persons.

In many countries the incidence of
human disease due to Mycobacterium
bovis and the dynamics of transmission
are unknown. Within the Pacific region
most countries which rccognize that
Mycobacterium bovis is present apply
control or eradication programmes.
Howevertheseare usually inadequately
staffed and poorly funded and have not
succeeded in eradicating the discase.
Of particular concern is the possibility

that a human—to-zmimal’cyclc may oc-
cur that could lead to the introduction of
discase to countrics presently recog-
nized as frec.

A National Nutrition Plan
of Action Review meeting
was held in Pohnpei

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - A National
Nutrition Plan of Action Review mect-
ing was held, Jan. 26, 1995, at Palikir
under the auspices of the FSM Depart-
ment of Health Scrvices.

The following topics were reviewed:
Nutrition situation in the FSM; Presen-
tation on International Confercnce on
Nutrition, and Proposcd Plan of Action
for Food and Nutrition.

FSM Government must develop its
responsc Lo nine arcas of recommenda-
tions derived from the 1992 Interna-
tional Conference on Nutrition (INC)
held in Rome. The document addressed
implementation strategics and activi-
ties to implement problems of health
and nutrition in the FSM.,

During the initial mecting Jane
Elymore, FSM Nutritionist, bricfly gave
an overview of the nutrition problems
in the FSM including malnutrition, cat-
ing junk food or [ood with little or no
nutritional values, incrcasing number
of people susceptible to hypertension or
high blood pressure, cardiovascular or
hcart attacks, diabetic, communicable
diseascs, blindness, ancmiaelc.

Captain Honda

(Continued from Page 1)

ment of Japan at the ceremony,
Charge d’ Affaires Kiyoshi
Nishikawa said the FSM is well
known for the abundant yellow-fin
tuna and skipjack in its rich Eco-
nomic Zone. By developing its fish-
ing industry, the FSM can obtain a
netgainin foreign currency, broaden
its employment opportunities, and
improve the living standards of its
people. He said his country is glad
to be part of this effort and looks
forward to supporting the FSM in
its strive forward in building a self-
supporting nation.

NFC Exccutive Board Chairman,
Reed Nena, paid tribute to the late
Captain Isao Honda, after whom
the ship was named, for helping to
lay the foundation of fisheries in the
FSM. Nena also expressed his grati-
tude to the efforts and generous as-
sistance from the Government of
Japan. Nena concluded by an-
nouncing the formation of a joint
venture between NFC and the Japa-
nese Tuna Fishing Industry which
will provide reliable air-freight ser-
vices to both the NFC fleetand Japa-
nese fishing flect.

Thenew 17-tonlongline vessel was
named FSS Captain Honda, after
the late Overseas Fisheries Corpo-
ration Foundation Technical Advi-
sor to NFC, Captain Isao Honda.
The vessel is donated to the FSM for
the NFC Longline Fisheries Project
in FSM from the Government of
Japan.

The vessel, NFC Captain Honda,
was the third longline vessel the
FSM has received from the Govern-
ment of Japan under its Small Scale
Longline Fisheries Development
Assistance. It was built at the
Nagashima Shipyard Company ata
costof$1 million. Ithasacrew of six
fishermen andits skipper. Theother
two vessels are NFC Pohnpei and
NFC Chuuk.

Also present at the ceremony were
Sccretary Asterio Takesy of the FSM
Department of Resources and De-
velopmentand President Peter Sitan
of NFC. Takesy took part in the
ceremony in  breaking the
champaignbottleand proposing the
toast for the occasion.



Olter establishes contract
review committee

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - President Bai-
ley Olter has established ancw Contract

Review Committee, membership of

which includes representatives {rom
the Office of the Attorncy General,
Office of Budgetand Officc of Planning
and Statistics (OPS). The Commitice
will remain in existance until amended
or cancelled by the President.

Olter also appointed Acting Adminis-
trator for the Division of Construction,
James Mormad, to represent OPS until
a permanent Director is appointed and
confirmed by Congress. Olter urged the
Committee to organize by designating a
Chairman who will preside over the
Committee’s deliberations.

President Olter said the Committee
will assume the role of reviewing all
National Governnicnt construction
contracts, regardless of funding sources.
Adding that all contracts of $20,000 or
more shall come under the review of the
Committee.

Among the responsibilitics of the
Committee is the establishment ol bid-
ding procedures, setting forth contract
qualification criteria, reviewing and
awarding contracts to success{ul bidders.

Mackwelung issued
directive to work four
days a week in Kosrae

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - Kosrae Gover-
nor Moses T. Mackwelung issucd on
February 6, 1995, a dircclive adjusting
the working hours to start from &:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with one hour lunch
break on Monday through Thursday.
No government work will be performed
on Fridays. This schedule took cffccton
February 6, 1995, for all Kosrac Gov-
ernment Executive Branch Departments
and agencies with the exception of the
Kosrae Department of Education which
will take effect on February 20, 1995,

Copies of Governor Mackwelung’s
letter were distributed to all four State
Governors, Speaker of FSM Congress,
Chief justice of the FSM Supreme Court
and Foreign Embassics in Pohnpei.

Olter appoints reps. to
develop a strategy to
secure remaining
funds for IDF

PALIKIR, Pohnpct (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - President Bai-
ley Olter informed all Government de-
partments and offices in amemorandum
dated Fcbruary 8, 1995, that he has
appointed representatives ol the fol-
lowing ollices 1o develop a strategy to
sccure the remaining $S40 million au-
thorized for Invesument Development
Fund (IDF).

Appointed 1o the Committee were
representatives ol the Department of
External Affairs FSM Washington
Embassy; Olffice of Budget; the FSM
Development Bank; Office of Planning
and Development and Department of
Resources and Development.

President Olter urged the Committee
to organize as carly as possible and
proceed speedily in developing and
implementing stardegy for sccuring the
additonal S40 million IDF.

The President also urged those re-
sponsible for implementation of IDF
programs but arc not on the Committee
Lo cooperate with the Commiittee in its
works.

James P. Grant passed away

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - The United
Nations in the South Pacific regretfully
announced the death of James P. Grant,
former Exccutive Director of the United
Nation’s Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
on January 28, 1995, (Sunday, Fiji
Time),at Northern Westchester Hospital
Center, Mount Kisco, New York. He
was 72, according to a press release
from UNDP in Suva, Fiji.

Grant became the third UNICEF Ex-
ccutive Director with the rank of Under
Sccretary on January 1, 1980. On
January 23, 1995, he resigned when he
became ill. “Although Grant was diag-
nosed with cancer in May 1993, he
continued to lead UNICEF with char-
acteristic energy and commitment until
he resigned,” stated the release.

During his 15 year tenure as head of
UNICEF, Grant was acclaimed for his
tircless advocacy, and his unflagging
commitment, vision and dedication to
improvc the lives of the world’s least
advantaged - the children of the devel-
oping world.

He will be long remembered for his
ability to translate vision into practical
action, inspiring thousands of indi-
viduals and organizations in every
country of the world.

Y

MOBIL SCHOIARSHIP AWARDEES - Mobil Oil Mariana Islands, Guam and
Microneisa President Paul I'. Reais presenting a scholarship awardto Mayleen Tulensru
of Kosrae, during a brief award ceremony held ar the South Park Restaurant in Pohnpei.
Three students from COM-I'SM were awarded a 3500 each scholarship for the first
semester. Leftto right are: Shreu Robert, Kosrae (awardee); Mayleen Tulensru, Kosrae
(awardee), and Rea. Missing from the photo is Alvina Berry, Chuuk (awardee). Present
atthe ceremony were COM-1"SM President Susan Moses, Student Affairs Vice President
Hers Tesei, and Mobil Qil Public Relations Coordinator Cecile Bamba-Terlaje.
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Possibilities of exporting farm
products to the Marshalls

PALIKIR, Pohnpci (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - There is an op-
portunity for farm products export to
the Republic of the Marshall Islands
(RMI)according to Vice PresidentJacob
Nena who visited the RMIin January in
an exploratory trip for marketing of
farm products from Kosrac and other
FSM States. Nena was accompanied by
Deputy Assistant Secrctary Tadao
Sigrahof Department External Affairs.

Businesses, local food markets, pro-
cessing and packing businesscs in RMI
are said to be ready to market local food
products from the FSM as soon as
contacts are established. Any volume of
export businesses opened to the FSM or
any of its constituent states arc vital Lo
the FSM’s balance of trade. Therelore,
since such activities will undoubtedly
narrowed the wide gap that now exists
between imports and exports, it must be
considered seriously. It will also open
the door for increased cxports of local
FSM farm products.

The Vice President also met with
President Amata Kabua of the Republic
of the Marshall Islands and discussed
economic and trade relations and other
matters of mutual benefit to the two
countrics.

Vice President Nena told FSM Infor-
mation Scrvice that his trip was [Tuitlul
and promising.

CDA reports

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - The FSM Co-
conut Development Authority (CDA)
during the month of December 1994,
shipped and sold to Korca 488 mectric
tonsofdricd coprarcalizing $161,096.10
or about $330.11 per metric ton for
about 976,000 pounds at .16 and a-half
cents a pound.

CDA also reported that 291.55 short
tons of dried copra were purchasced dur-
ing the month of December 1994, dis-
tributed as follows: Yap, 237.97 short
tons; Pohnpei, 32.29 short tons and
Chuuk, 21.29 short tons. No copra pur-
chase was reported for Kosrac State.

CDA also reported that Touche and
Ross auditing firm completed its audit
of CDA’s operations during the report-
ing month,

CDA General Manager, Namio
Nanpei, rcported that all other matters
are routine.

OTIA approves fund for Pohnpei projects

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - President
Bailey Olter has informed Pohnpei
Governor Johnny David that the
Office of Territorial and Interna-
tional Affairs (OTIA) has approved
funding of nine projects submitted
by his state totalling $2,070,500 and
that Pohnpei State must agree to
abide by termsand conditions of the
grants, according to President’s
letter of February 23, 1995.

The funded projects included
$105,000 for Hospital’s Operation
and Maintenance; $190,000 for
Pohnpei Scaport and Airport;
$405,000 for strengthening Pohnpel

Transportation Authority; $70,500,
for acquiring a Financial Manage-
ment Improvement Program;
$85,000 for Office of Construction
Management & Property Mainte-
nance; $108,500 for Financial Man-
agement Improvement Program;
$71,000, PUC Analysis &Financial
Management Plan; $665,000, for
PUC Water, Sewer, solid waste &
Opecration and Maintenance Im-
provement; and $370,000, PUC
Power Operation & Maintenance
Improvements.

All signed documents must be
transmitted to the FSM Embassy in
Washington, D. C.

FSM seeks public comments on proposed emergency
requlations promulgated pursuent to the FSM Nursing Act.

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - FSM Govern-
menthasissued notice secking pub-
lic comments regarding proposed
emergency regulations promul-
gated pursuant to FSM Public Law
No. 8-45, the FSM Nursing Act. In
this connection, the Governors of
Pohnpei, Chuuk, Yap and Kosrac
States were asked to publicize the
regulations in their states. Anyone
wishing to comment on the pro-
posed regulations may write to Dr.
Eliuel K. Pretrick, Secretary of Health
Services, P. O. Box PS-70, Palikir,
Pohnpei, FM 96941.

The Nursing Practice Act passed
by the FSM Congress has the fol-
lowing purposcs: to provide an ef-
fective systemof examining creden-
tials of people who seek to practice
nursing in the FSM to ensure qual-
ity scrvices; to establish a mecha-
nism for certifying nursing schools
and training programs; and to pro-
vide prompt investigation and dis-
position of complaints regarding
licenseesand applicantsforlicenses.

No person shall practice nursing
or present himself or herself to the
public as being a bona fide nurse
without possessing a valid license
issued pursuant to the Nursing
Practice Act. Applications for regis-
tered and licensed Practical nurse
must be approved by the Board.

License fees for registered nurse are
$20, for an initial license; $10, for
renewal; and $30, reinstatement. Li-
censed Practical Nurse’s initial li-
cense fee is $10; renewal, $5; rein-
statement, $20. For advance prac-
tice nurses, in addition to the regis-
tered nurse fees,there is an  initial
fee of $10; renewal fee of $5; and for
reinstatement, $20.

The regulations specifically limit
the use of titles registered nurse;
licensed practical nurse and ad-
vanced practice nurse, nurse practi-
tioner or nurse midwife or nurse
ancsthetist to persons holding valid
licenses to practice nursing in FSM.

The regulations set standards of
practice by establishing protocols to
ensure that the health, safety and
welfarcof the citizensare protected.

A licensed nurse may loose his or
her license for reasons of unprofes-
sional conduct including gross neg-
ligence; repeated failure to main-
tain minimum prevailing nursing
practice standards; negligence
causing physical and emotional in-
jury to a patient; unauthorized re-
moval or use of drugs or equip-
ment; falsification of records; leav-
ing a patient under his or her care
without properly advising appro-
priate personnel; and removal of a
patient’s life support system with
authorization, to name a few.



Pretrick attends PIHOA
meeting heldin Saipan

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - Sccretary ol the
Dept. of Health Services Dr. Eliuel K.
Pretrick attended the mecting of Pacific
Islands Health Officers Association
(PIHOA), consisting of Health Dircc-
tors from the FSM and its State Gov-
ernments Palau, Marshalls, Guam,
CNMI, American Samoa and Hawaii.
The meeting was held in Saipan.

One agenda item pending before the
association was the proposcd cstablish-
mentof the Pacific [slands Dental School
in the Republic of Palau. The discus-
sions on this matter had been on-going
over the past years. A Commitiee headed
by Secretary Pretrick last ycar met with
faculty of Univ. of Lousiana with a
request Lo preparc a proposc plan for the
school. The plan has been submitted 1o
PIHOA for its review.,

Secretary Pretrick said a source of

funding the school is now the problem
that has yet to be resolved. Like the
Medical Officers Training School (MO
School) which was sponsored by the
U.S. Government and sponsored by the
Univ. of Hawaii’s Richardson’s Medi-
cal School, the school need funding and
sponsorship.

2nd Kosrae Con Con held in January

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - The Sccond
Constitutional Convention for Kosrae
State gotunderway, January 17, reported
Fred Skilling from Kosrae State’s Public
Affairs Office.

Governor Moses Mackwelung,
Chairman of the Pre-Convention
Committee and Acting Presidentopened
the ceremony with the new Speaker,
Hitco Shrew giving the opening remarks
on behalf of Kosrae State Leaders.

The 14 delegates, clected Delegate
Yosiwo P. George, President of the
Convention; Delegate Alik K. Alik, Vice
President; and Delegate Nena S. Nena,
the Convention Floor Leader.

George is currently the FSM Ambas-
sador and Permanent Representative 1o
the United Nations; Alik is FSM Envoy
to Fiji and the South Pacific Countries,
and Nena S Nenaisemployed by Kosrac
State Health Scrvices Department.

Chairing the four Convention’s
Standing Commitlces arc Delegate
Aliksa B. Aliksa, Chairman ol General
Provision Committee; Delegate Rensly
Sigrah, Chairman of Finance and Rev-
cnue Committee; Delegate Singkichy
P. George, Chairman of Civil Liberty

FSM&U.S.TELECOME BOARD - Above are those who attend the 7th FSM/U.S. Joint
Telecommunications Board Meeting held at the Department of External Affairs Confer-
ence Room on February 24-27, 1995.

and Tradition Committee; and Delegate
Canny Palsis, Chairman of Government
Structure and Function Committee.

Of the 14 delegates to the Convention,
five arc from Lelu, four from Tafunsak,
three from Malem and two from Utwe.

The Kosrae State Constitutional Con-
vention law allowes the Convention to
mecet for 20 days to complete the review
of the Constitution. However, the law
also allows an extension of a maximum
ol ten additional days if the Convention
neceds more time to wrap up its work.

Following the Convention, a program
of education will commence to inform
the citizens of Kosrae State about the
suggested changes, if any, resulting from
the Convention which will then be
presented in a plebiscite for ratification.

The Kosrac State Constitutional
Convention completed its 7th meeting
day, January 27, 1995, passing on first
rcading 14 Committee Proposals out of
61 Declegate Proposals introduced by
individual delegates, according to a
tclephone call from the Convention’s
Information Officer Fred Skilling.

The 14 Committee Proposals, which
were adopted on First Reading by the
Convention, will be taken out to the
villages (or public hearings before the
Convention deliberates on them for
passage on sccond reading.

Among the 14 proposals, one is to
limit land ownership to persons of
Kosracan decent. Kosraean decent was
delined to mean at least one of the
parcnts be a Kosracan.

Another will increase revenue sharing
as follows 40% to the State Government
and 60% to Municipal governments.
Presently, the formula is fifty-fifty.

Another proposal is to establish Vil-
lage Commissioners in the Executive
Branch as Statc employee to coordinate
and ovcersce State-funded projects.
Municipalitics may use them as their
chief exccutives if they so choose by
amiending their current charters,

Alsopasscdonfirstreadingisa proposal
that will unify all government salaries
into onc systen to be called Kosrae
Public Service System. Currently, each
branch of the government maintains its
own system.

A
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6 COM Board met and approved further decentralization of Land Grant services
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PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - The Board of
Regents of the Land Grant College of
Micronesia (COM) met on January 11
and 12, 1995, at Palau Community Col-
lege Campus in Koror, Palau, and ap-
proved further decentralization of Land
Grant Services and reiterated its sup-
port for its programs throughout
Micronesia, according to a releasc by
COM Executive Director Dr. Singeru
Singeo.

The Board decided to immediatcly hire
a USDA-certified Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine or an animal doctor who will
assume the role of Agriculturc Exten-
sion Services (AES) of the rescarch
programs in the three colleges in the
FSM, RMI and Palau. Also, $25,000
was approved to match U.S. federal
grant funds to pay for the salaries of two
additional researchers, one cach for
Palau Community College and Marshall
Islands Community College. There al-
ready is one for the COM-FSM. This
reflects the growing demand for veteri-
nary services in the FSM, Palau and the
Marshalls to assist in the programs on
piggeries, poultry, meat inspection, and
animal feed production which will help
raise animals to be used for substitution
for imported meat, according 10 a rc-
lease from Land Grant Office.

The Board also allocated $100,000
from the Fiscal Year 1995 College of
Micronesia’s federal share of $380,000
to each Micronesian college, and re-
quested each college to find local
matching funds to establish credible
campus-based research programs. The
funds will remain available until July
31, 1995, when any remaining un-
matched portions will be given to other
colleges that have matching funds.

Director Anita R. Suta of Cooperative
Extension Service (CES) reported that
thus far, Micronesian governments and
organizations have provided matching
funds in an aggregate amount well over
$618,000, the COM’s federal share for
FY 95. Asapositiveresponse, the Board
approved an additional $75,000, {rom
itsendowment funds forFY 95, for CES
programs, one¢ cach in Palau and
Marshall Islands, and four in the FSM.

The COM Board of Regents also ap-
proved $50,000 to be allocated to cach
of the three colleges to fund land-grant
instructional programs during the school
year 1994 and 1995.

The Board held its next meeting in
Hawaii, beginning on February 4, 1995,
during which the Board discussed the
rclationship and program coordination
among all colleges and land-grant pro-
grams with USDA officials, chief ex-
ceutives of all colleges, land-grant di-
rectors, deans and vice-presidents ol
campus-based land-grant programs.

Finally, the Board clected its 1995
officers: Yoichi Rengiil, Chairman;
Oscar DeBrum, Vice-Chairman and

PNG copra producers are
benefiting from higher
prices on world market

PALIKIR, Pohnpci (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - Copra produc-
ers in Papua New Guinca (PNG) arce
benefiting from higher prices on world
markets, reported Radio Australia. The
Chairman of PNG Copra Markeling
Board, Urban Giru, says the price of
smoke grade copra has increased by
scven dollars a ton 10 264-U.S. dollars.
Hot air grade copra has now been fixed
at 264-dollars a ton. Mr. Giru says the
Board will also incrcase the premium
rate from four dollars to 17 dollars a ton
for hot air grade copra.

The PNG Government has called on
Forcign Fishing Companics Lo submil
specific plans for the development of
the tuna fishing industry in the country.
Fisheries and Marine Resources Min-
ister, Titus Philemon, has issucd an in-
struction to the companics’ agents for
submission ol the plans. The move is
part of the PNG Government's  policy
of cnsuring the country meaningful
benelits  from the exploitation of tuna
resources in its Economic Zone. This
involves the developmentof shore-based
{acilitics and tuna lishing by the people
ol Papua New Guinca. It also requires
that distant water [ishing vesscls make
at least three port calls a yecar and that
they purchase fucl, supplics and utilize
other services at PNG ports.

Bermin Weilbacher, Secretary/Trea-
surer.

The meeting was chaired by 1994
Chairman Bermin Weilbacher whorep-
resents the FSM and attended by Yoichi
Rengiil representing Palau and Oscar
DeBrum representing Marshall Islands.

Also in aticndance were COM Execu-
tive Director Dr. Singeru Singeo, who
also served as Residential Instruction
Dircclor; Anita R. Suta, Cooperative
Extension Services (CES) Director; and
Budget and Finance Officer, Richardo
Vera Cruz.

China Embassy in
FSMissued statement
on security assurance
to Kazakhstan

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - The Embassy
ol the Pcople’s Republic of China to the
Federated States of Micronesia in
Pohnpeiissucd on February 8,1995, the
following statcment on security assur-
ancc 1o Kazakhstan.

“China {ully understands the desire of
Kazakhstan for security assurance. The
Chinese Government has uncondition-
ally undertaken not to use or threaten to
usc nuclcar weapon againstnon-nuclear-
weapon stale or nuclear-weapon-free
zones. This long-standing principled
position also applics to Kazakhstan. The
Chinese Government urges all other
nuclear-weapon States to undertake the
same commitment so as Lo enhance the
security of all non-nuclear-weapon
states including Kazakhstan,

“Abiding by the spirit of the Sino-
Kazakhstani Joint Communique On the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
in January 1992, the Sino-Kazakhstani
Joint Communique in February 1992
and the Joint Statement on the Basis of
Sino-Kazakhstani Friendly Relations in
October 1993, China respects the in-
dependence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Kazakhstan and standsready
to further develop Sino-Kazakhstan
fricndly relations of cooperation on the
basis of the five principles of peaceful
co-existence.”



FSMconcerned aboutshipment
of high level radioactive waste

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - The FSM
Government is very much concerned
about a proposed shipment of 13,000
tons of high level radioactive waste
from France to Japan across the Pacific
Ocean sometimeduring March and April
this year, using a route similar Lo the
1992 shipment via Tasman Sea and the
Pacific Ocean, according to a relcasc
from the FSM Department of External
Affairs.

Despite repeated assurances {rom the
Government of Japan that Pacific rc-
gional governments will recciveadvance
notice on these types of shipments, no
such notice has yet been received by the
FSM Government from the Government
of Japan.

The release stated that in the next 10 to
20 years, there may be between 100 and
200 such shipments. Due to the high
level of radioactive materials proposed
for shipment, it is feared that mishaps,
natural disasters or sabotage may causc
leaks, spills or dumpings in the occan
resulting in a catastrophic, cven [atal
situation, to say the least. Thus, the
shipments are cause for alarm.

The Forum countries have drafted a
treaty to ban the importation and
transboundry movement of hazardous
and toxic wastes in the Pacilic Region,
which treaty is expected Lo be signed by
the Forum Leaders in their next Forum
meeting early this September in Papua
New Guinea. The FSM has chaired the
ongoing negoliations, in the person of
Secretary Resio S. Moscs, on the pro-
posed treaty and has indicated its sup-
port for a total ban on shipments of
nuclear wastes in the Pacific.

In 1992, a plutonium shipment from
France to Japan through thc Tasman
Seaand the Pacific Ocean was protested
by the countries in the rcgion. How
close the route used was, o the FSM is
not known. However, thc FSM Gov-
ernmentindeed expressed grave concem
about the shipment.

Plutonium when reprocessed can be
used for fueling nuclear power plants in
time of peace and possibly nuclcar
weapons in time of war.
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DONATION- Ambassador Eu is donating
some books ro the Pohnpei Public Library.
Fromlefttorightare: Nell Lawson, Pohnpei
Public Library, Ambassador March I'ong
Eu, LCEEDR Greg Stewart, USCG Bass-
wood Commanding Officer.

U.S. donates goods to

some FSM organizations

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - A varicty of
goods, destined for groups specifically
chosen by the American Embassy, ar-
rived abroad the U.S. Coast Guard Cut-
ter Basswood January 30, 1995, accord-
ing to a release from the U.S. Embassy
here in Pohnpei.

The Basswood brought with it medi-
cal supplics, hygicne products, toys,
books, and sewing cquipment and sup-
plics as part ol “Project Handclasp.”

The Project is a humanitarian pro-
gram sponsorced by the American Armed
Forces. It gathers goods and supplics
from American citizens for distribution
o ncedy arcas.

U.S Ambassador to the FSM, March
Fong Eu, on January 31, 1995, ina bricf
ceremony held in the warchouse of Fed-
crated Shipping Company (FSCO) at
Dekehtik, presented some donated ma-
terials [rom “Project Handclasp™ Lo
different organizations,

The Pohnpei Public Library received
literally a ton of books which will be
housed in its new addition, Librarian
Nell Lawson accepted the 1,000 vol-
umes on behalf of the library.

Pohnpei State Hospital Administra-
tor MaryLou Hawley accepted for the
hospital a varicty of medical supplics.

The Salvation Army, represented by

Lt. Michacl Eyers, received cases of

toys and hygicnic products, while Our
Lady ol Mercy Vocational Training
School received two sewing machines
and cases of sewing products. Sister
Maria Capallerp accepled the donation
for the school.

Programs administerd by RECD
approved to be extended

HILO, Hawaii (FSM INFORMA-
TION SERVICE) - State Director
Francis J. Blanco announced that out-
going Sccretary of Agriculture Mike
Espy has approved the extension of
various program administered by Rural
Economic and Community Develop-
ment (RECD) to the Freely Associated
states in the Western Pacific. These
arcas include the Federated States of
Microncsia, the Marshall Islands and
Palau. RECD administers the programs
of the former Farmers Home Adminis-
tration, Rural Development Adminis-
tration and Rural Electrification Ad-
ministration.

The RECD programs that will now be
madc available arc Water and Waste
Disposal Loans and Grants, Community
Facility Loans, Business and Industry
Loans and Rural Business Enterprise
Grants. These programs will comple-
ment the Rural Housing Program loans
that have been available in these areas
for many years through Framers Home
Administration. Blanco cautions that
the available funding for the Western
Pacific is very limited and will be in-
adequate to mect all of the anticipated
requests for financial assistance.

The cxtension of these programs to
the Freely Associated States areas is
part of the Clinton Administration’s
budgetinitiatives which seek to promote
cconomic developmentinrural areas by
[inancing cssential community facilities
including infrastructure requirements
and providing opportnities for job,
crcation and retention by assisting new
or cxpanding businesses.

The decision to make the programs
availableto theFreely Associated States
under the Compact Agreement passed
by Congress in January 1986, is the
result of an extended review by de-
partmental officials with coordination
ol the Hawaii State Office, U.S. State
Department and Department of the In-
terior. The decision willallow all eligible
applicants within the Hawaii State Of-
fice jurisdiction including Guam and
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianas, to benefit from these financ-
ing alternatives.

-
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8 President Olter told Congress the Executive will assist in hosting APPU

THE NATIONAL UNION, February 1995

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFOR-
MATION SERVICE) - President Bai-
ley Olter in a response letter to Con-
gress, stated that the Executive Branch
will assist the FSM Congress in hosting
the up-coming 57th Council Meeting of
the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Union
(APPU), scheduled to take place from
April 23 to 27, 1995, at the FSM Capi-
tal.

Congress Vice Speaker Dohsis Halbert

in his letter to the President said that he
expects delegations from 18 full mem-
ber nations and associate members and
two member organizations to whom
invitations have beenextended. Halbert
stated that as host, the FSM National
Group wishes to doall thatis possible Lo
make the visiting delegations’ stay
pleasantand enjoyable. In this connec-
tion, Halbert requested Customs and
Immigration Officials to be cordial and
expedient in dealing with guests upon
their arrival and departure.

APPU holds its Council Meetings in
preparation for the Annual General
Assembly whichisusually held towards
the end of each year.

The upcoming 57th Council meeting
will be the second time the FSM has
hosted APPU’s Council Meeting. The
first wasin the 1980s when FSM was an
Associate Member. I was held at
Pohnpei Legislature Chamber in
Kolonia.

APPU is an organization of Legisla-
tive bodies in the Pacific and Asian
region of which FSM Congress is a
member. FSM Congress’ membership
dated back to the inception of the FSM
Constitutional Government in 1979, at
which time FSM was still a United
Nations Trust Territory administered

by the United States. For that reason
FSM Congress was allowed in as an
associate member. Following FSM’s
independence on, November 3, 1991,
the termination date of the Trusteeship
Agreement, FSM Congress became a
Full Member.

APPU has been a very helpful forum
where lawmakers of member nations
meetand discuss areas of mutualinterest
and of special interest as well. FSM
Associate Group repeatedly sought the
understanding of influential National
Groups such as Japan, Thailand, Korea,

Philippines, to mention a few, in its
quest for termination of the United Na-
tions Trusteeship Agreement. The ef-
fort paid off. The Agreement was fi-
nally terminated. Understandings in
other areas including economic develop-
ment, immigration, and fishing have been
discussed and resolutionshave beenadopted
indicating general support of participating
members. ;

It is the understanding of member groups
that they will in good faith make reasonable
efforts in implementation of resolutions
adopted by the APPU General Assembly.

Hadley and Moroni were admitted to the
FSM Bar after taking oath of office
administered by Chief Justice Amaraich

PALIKIR, Pohnpei (FSM INFORMA-
TION SERVICE) - Pohnpei State Su-
preme Court Associate Justice Sungiwo
Hadley, and private attorney Ronald
Paul Moroni, were admitted to the FSM
Bar after taking the oath of office ad-
ministered by FSM Supreme Court
Chief Justice Andon Amaraich. The
ccremony held at the FSM Supreme
Court on February 17, 1995, was wit-
nessed by Supreme CourtstafT, relatives
and {riends.

Hadley, has for the past 20 years,
worked with Micronesian Legal Ser-
vices Corporation as counselor and
Board Member. He also served as the
first Chief Clerk of the FSM Supreme
Court at its formative stages. [n other
capacities, he scrved as represcntative
of Kitti and Madolenihmw in the Con-
gress of Micronesia, Executive Direc-
tor of Pohnpei Community Action
Agency, and Special Assistant to
Pohnpei Governoron mattersregarding

the Pohnpei Public Land Authority
(PLA).

Moroni is also an Independent Plan-
ning Consultant (PIPCO), and has his
office in Pohnpei. He has worked for the
FSM Congress, the U.S. Department of
Interior, and the Republic of the Marshall
Islands. Prior to that, he worked for the
Micronesian Legal Services Corpora-
tion as a Directing Attorney in Yap
State.

Moroni holds a masters degree in Re-
gional Planning from Cornell Univer-
sity, Ithaca, New York, and a Jurist
Doctor (J.D.) from Duke University’s
School of Law in Durham, North Carolina.
He also has a B.A. in Economics from
Michigan State University, East Lansing,
Michigan.

As members of the FSM Bar Association,
Hadley and Moroni, took the membership
oath supervised by Chief Justice Andon
Amaraich and signed their respective
documcnts pertaining to their membership.
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